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There are many variations of the old saying in
England : " Four angels round my bed; Two at
my feet and two at my head/' With the Muslim
it is believed that two watch over him by day and
two by night, and they remain with him till he dies,
whatever may be his conduct
There are four archangels : Gabriel* the chief of
God's messengers, who stands nearest the throne
of Heaven; Israfcl, in charge of the trumpet
which shall sound the last call; he holds it ready
at his lips; at the first blast all life will be
destroyed, at the second life will be restored;
fsrae^ who receives the souls of men when they
die; and Michael* who is charged with the susten-
ance of created beings.
The Muharnmadaas believe in two fallen angels,
named Harut and Marut, who teach sorcery to man-
kind. Their fall was not occasioned by opposition
to the divine power, but through over-confidence
in their own power of resisting evil It was in the
time of Enoch, when the wickedness of man was
great The angels, observing it, said to the Lord:
"0 Lord! Adam and his descendants whom
Thou hast appointed as Thy vice-regents on earth
act disobediently*"
" If I were to send you on earth, and to give